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authorities at the time of renewal. Another peculiarity is
that licences do not refer to vehicles, but are personal so
that a change in ownership has to be ratified by the
Minister.
The later Act which regulates freight services distin-
guishes between existing and proposed services, ' authorised
companies ' and others. The ' authorised companies'
refer to railways. As in the case of passenger traffic, an
applicant desirous of operating on the road should specify
the nature of the goods he desires to transport and the
area within which he would operate. In the matter of the
grant of licences, the railways are always preferred, and
actually when the need for an -extension of service arises,
the Minister first elicits the opinion of the railways
whether they would undertake to run the service, In
case they fail to do so, then only would the private
applicant, belonging to the other categories referred to,
be allowed to operate. Control of the conditions of
operation is as rigorous as elsewhere, and check is brought
to bear on the operator at every point. The { Garda
Siochana 7 or the Civic Guard, which corresponds to our
Police Department, exercises extensive control through
rigorous inspection.
Considerable preference is shown to the railways which
can take under their wing any service, goods or
passengers. In the ease of the latter, they could do so
only after 1936, that is, after the expiration of three
years of the introduction of the law. Any such enterprise
which is so absorbed has to furnish to the Minister, the
schedule of rates of charge, which will have to receive the
ass,ent of the Minister who may, if he so chooses, call for
certain changes to be made. It must be mentioned here
that when such a transfer to the authorised company is
made, the enterprise so affected must be compensated by
The compensation money is determined by a
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